Comparative investigations of various immunoregulatory substances in the delayed type hypersensitivity test of the mouse.
The substances D-penicillamine, auranofin, chloroquine, levamisole, BM 41.332, azimexone, bestatin, methisoprinol (inosiplex), thymosine (fraction 5), indomethacin and cyclophosphamide were examined comparatively in the delayed type hypersensitivity test after oxazolone sensitisation in mice. It was found, that only the basal antirheumatic drugs D-penicillamine, auranofin, chloroquine and levamisole and also BM 41.332 led to a potentiation of the DTH reactions. Methisoprinol, bestatin, azimexone, thymosine fraction 5 and indomethacin had no effect on the DTH, whilst the immunosuppressant cyclophosphamide led to an inhibition of the DTH reaction. It is concluded that this pharmacological model is suitable for screening of new basal drugs for rheumatoid arthritis.